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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )El Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 April 2004 . 
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3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1, 3, 7, 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Williams (733,448). Williams shows a covered animal feeder with mounting brackets 
comprising a container having a front wall (16), back wall (10), a bottom wall (13), two 
sidewalls (14,15) joined to form a box with an open top, the front wall having at least 
one opening (19) defined therein through which an animal can retrieve feed positioned 
within a container; a cover (18) pivotally attached to the container and closing the open 
top of the container when in a closed position; at least one mounting bracket (12) 
secured to the back wall of the container; wherein the container is capable of being 
mounted to a fence by sliding the bracket onto a top rail of the fence; wherein the 
container is constructed of a material from the group consisting of plastic, metal and 
rubber, and the bracket is plastic or metal; wherein the container id dimensioned such 
that it is capable of receiving hay. 
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3. Claims 1, 3, 7, 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Heinzeroth et al. (6604488). Heinzeroth et al. show a covered animal feeder with 
mounting brackets comprising a container having a front wall, back wall, a bottom wall, 
two sidewalls joined to form a box (12) with an open top, the front wall having at least 
three openings (28) defined therein through which an animal can retrieve feed 
positioned within a container; a cover (92) pivotally attached to the container and 
closing the open top of the container when in a closed position; at least one mounting 
bracket (54) secured to the back wall of the container; wherein the container is capable 
of being mounted to a fence by sliding the bracket onto a top rail of the fence; wherein 
the container is constructed of a material from the group consisting of plastic, metal 
and rubber, and the bracket is plastic or metal; wherein the container id dimensioned 
such that it is capable of receiving hay. 

4. Claims 1, 3, 7, 8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Elliott (6606962). Elliott shows a covered animal feeder with mounting 
brackets comprising a container having a front wall, back wall, a bottom wall, two 
sidewalls joined to form a box with an open top, the front wall having at least one 
opening defined therein through which an animal can retrieve feed positioned within a 
container; a cover (230) pivotally attached to the container and closing the open top of 
the container when in a closed position; at least one mounting bracket (140,150) 
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secured to the back wall of the container; wherein the container is capable of being 
mounted to a fence by sliding the bracket onto a top rail of the fence; wherein the 
container is constructed of a material from the group consisting of plastic, metal and 
rubber, and the bracket is plastic or metal; wherein the container id dimensioned such 
that it is capable of receiving hay; and wherein each of the brackets (150) has an 
inverted "J" shape with a distal leg and a proximal leg, the proximal leg being attached 
to the back wall. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented 
and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Heinzeroth et al. Although Henzeroth et al. show a mounted feeder comprising a front 
wall having at least three openings, the width of the openings is not specifically 
disclosed. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide that the openings have a width of about seven inches 
depending upon what size animal one wished to accommodate (i.e. to exclude some 
animals), or in order to control the feeding of particular animals so that they don't 
consume to much at once. 
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7. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Heinzeroth et al. in view of Daifotes (4572108). Heinzeroth et al. show a mounted 
animal feeder, however, it is not shown that t the bottom wall is sloped downward from 
the back wall to the front wall. Daifotes teaches an animal feeder having a sloped 
bottom wall (62). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide that the floor of the Heinzeroth et al. feeder 
have a sloped wall in order to utilize gravity as an aid in dispensing the feed, or to 
prevent clogging. 

8. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Heinzeroth et al. in view of Markey et al. (5551371). Heinzeroth et al. show a mounted 
animal feeder, however, it is not shown that the feeder has a side dish extending from 
a sidewall. Markey et al. teach a box shaped enclosure having a side dish (52) attached 
to a sidewall. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to provide an additional dish as taught by Markey et al. to the 
side of the Heinzeroth et al. feeder to provide water, additional supplement, or to feed 
multiple animals. 

9. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Heinzeroth et al. in view of Marshall et al. (5272832). Although Heinzeroth et al. show 
a mounted feeder, it is not shown that the feeder has upper and lower padlock flanges 
extending from the cover and container, respectively, each flange having an aperture. 
Marshall et al. teach a container having an apertured padlock flange and a cover having 
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an apertured padlock flange. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to provide that the feeder of Heinzeroth et al. 
have a padlock flange as taught by Marshall et al. in order to provide a locking 
mechanism thereby preventing unauthorized tampering with the feeder contents. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

10. Claim 10 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but . 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yvonne R. Abbott whose telephone number is (703)308- 
2866. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 9:30am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael J. Carone can be reached on (703)306-4198. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). ^— ^ ^ 
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